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WASHINGTON 
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311 Hart Senate Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 20510 

Dear Senator Tester: 

Thank you for your letter on the importance of protecting broadcast and cable earth 
stations as we increase terrestrial use of the 3.7-4.2 GHz band, commonly called the C-band. As 
you know, such use of the C-band will be critical to our nation's 5G efforts and will ensure 
widespread deployment of high-speed broadband services to rural America. We have to make 
every effort to close the digital divide, and getting C-band policy right is critical to that goal. 

As you know, Congress established the $435 application fee that earth stations now pay 
to register with the Commission. And we must move forward with the registration process. 
Without information about existing users, the FCC will have no way to protect rural broadcasters 
and cable operators that currently use earth stations to access programming. 

At the same time, I firmly believe that we must be accommodating of those operating in 
smaller markets. That's why the Commission has repeatedly taken steps to reduce the costs of 
registration for small broadcasters and cable operators. For instance, Commission staff waived 
the costly engineering studies normally required of registrants, allowed filers to consolidate their 
applications to reduce application fees, and doubled the length ohime for broadcasters and cable 
operators to register. Taken together, our registration process strikes the appropriate balance of 
maximizing the FCC's insight into the marketplace while minimizing regulatory burdens on 
existing users. 

Again, our ultimate goal is to free up spectrum for more high-speed broadband access 
throughout our country, and especially in rural America. I believe that rural consumers have 
waited long enough for high-speed broadband, and that as a nation, we cannot afford to forfeit 
global leadership in 5G. I hope you agree. 

Please let me know if I can be of any further assistance. 


